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Controlled Substance Prescriptions Must Be Presented and Issued on Same Date Written

The bureau wishes to remind practitioners of the existing state and federal controlled substance 

laws regarding the issuance of prescriptions for controlled substances.

When a practitioner signs a prescription, it must be signed on the same date it was written and 

issued to the patient.  The BNDD has recently seen some practices in violation of these laws

when a prescriber may write out and sign dozens of prescriptions on a Monday, so that clinic

staff can hand those prescriptions out to patients during the remainder of the week.  In some

cases there are patients arriving at a clinic and seeing the nursing staff, and then they are given

a prescription the doctor wrote a day or so before.  These practices are not allowed by the law.

DEA Regulation 21 CFR 1306.05(a) states:


All prescriptions for controlled substances shall be dated as of, and signed on the day


when issued.
Section 195.060.1, RSMo, states in material part:

All written prescriptions shall be signed by the person prescribing the same. All prescriptions shall be dated on the day when issued. 


Regulation 19 CSR 30-1.062(3), states:

(3) Written Prescriptions. All written controlled substance prescriptions shall be signed

by the prescribing practitioner on the date prescribed. No controlled substance prescription

shall be signed prior to the actual date it is issued.
The BNDD reminds prescribers to be physically present when signing, dating, and issuing the prescription to a patient.  If a practitioner has several clinics in different locations where patients require controlled substances, the practitioners are urged to schedule all of those patients on the same day the practitioner is in that clinic so prescriptions can be signed and handed to the patient in person.
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