
                                                          

                    

                                                      SSSaaafffeeetttyyy   TTTiiipppsss   fffooorrr      

                                                                                 HHHaaannndddllliiinnnggg   LLLiiivvveee      
                                                                     CCChhhiiiccckkksss   aaannnddd   DDDuuuccckkkllliiinnngggsss 

 
 

CCChhhiiillldddrrreeennn   sssooommmeeetttiiimmmeeesss   rrreeeccceeeiiivvveee   ccchhhiiiccckkksss   aaannnddd   ddduuuccckkkllliiinnngggsss   aaasss   EEEaaasssttteeerrr   gggiiiffftttsss...      
But chicks and ducklings can place young children at risk for serious illness!    

 Handling of chicks and ducklings has been linked to Salmonella illness.  
 Children are less likely to wash their hands after playing with the birds. 
 Children have more frequent hand-to-mouth contact than adults. 

 

WWWhhhaaattt   iiisss   SSSaaalllmmmooonnneeellllllaaa   IIIllllllnnneeessssss???   
Salmonella are a group of bacteria that can cause diarrheal illness.  One of the most 
widespread pathogens in the world, Salmonella infection can cause mild to life-threatening 
illness in humans and other animals, including birds.  Contaminated food is the most common 
way people become infected.  Salmonella, however, can infect some pets and people who 
have had contact with pets or pet feces.  Even chicks and ducklings that appear healthy can 
carry Salmonella on their feathers.  In 2008, over 750 cases of human Salmonella illness were 
reported in Missouri. 
 

HHHooowww   dddooo   III   ppprrrooottteeecccttt   ccchhhiiillldddrrreeennn   fffrrrooommm   gggeeettttttiiinnnggg   SSSaaalllmmmooonnneeellllllaaa???   
 Do not let children under five handle baby chicks or other young birds. 
 Pacifiers, toys, or other objects must not touch baby birds or their enclosures. 
 If anyone touches the chicks or ducklings or their environment, make sure they 

wash their hands with soap and water immediately afterwards.  
 
IIImmmpppooorrrtttaaannnttt   IIInnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn   aaabbbooouuuttt   SSSaaalllmmmooonnneeellllllaaa:::   
MMoosstt  ppeeooppllee  wwiitthh  SSaallmmoonneellllaa  iillllnneessss  hhaavvee  ddiiaarrrrhheeaa,,  ffeevveerr,,  aanndd  ssttoommaacchh  ppaaiinn..    
SSyymmppttoommss  ssttaarrtt  oonnee  ttoo  tthhrreeee  ddaayyss  aafftteerr  iinnffeeccttiioonn  aanndd  iillllnneessss usually lasts four to seven days. 
YYoouunngg  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  tthhee  eellddeerrllyy  ccaann  ddeevveelloopp  mmoorree  sseevveerree  iinnffeeccttiioonnss..  
 
For more information about salmonellosis: http://www.dhss.mo.gov/Salmonellosis/  
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