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December 4, 2007

TO:

EMT-P Training Entity


FROM:
Gregory C. Natsch, EMT-P



State Training Coordinator

SUBJECT:
Paramedic Accreditation

This is notification that the National Registry of EMT’s Board of Directors voted to require that applicants for national Paramedic certification graduate from a nationally accredited educational program after December 31, 2012.

This is an issue that the EMS Education community and the Bureau/Unit of EMS have been discussing since at least 1998. Some of you may remember the 2010 Committee. It was later incorporated into the Education Subcommittee of the State Advisory Council on EMS.

Program accreditation will be by CoAEMSP, The Committee on Accreditation for EMS Educational Programs (CoAEMSP).  CoAEMSP is the only national accrediting agency for EMT-Paramedic Programs. I received that clarification from NREMT last week.

There is a difference between Program accreditation and Institutional

accreditation. Program accreditation is specific to the EMT-Paramedic program. Institutional accreditation is more of a broader view of the campus and the physical facilities and overall operations of the school.

In the State of Missouri currently there is only one CoAEMSP accredited program. Even so, CoAEMSP is under the CAAHEP umbrella of accreditation, which accredits other allied health programs. Twelve EMT-P programs in Missouri are either co-located on the same campus or are under the same educational facility as other CAAHEP accredited programs. If you are one of these programs, utilize your colleagues on campus to help with the accreditation process.

On January 22, 2008 the Education Subcommittee of the SAC on EMS will be meeting from 1-5pm after the SAC meeting at the Harry S. Truman Building, 301 West High Street, Room 493/494, Jefferson City, MO 65109. Doug Randall, the subcommittee chair, would like this to be the agenda topic.

I e-mailed the website, www.CoAEMSP.org on November 28, 2007. Many of the e-mail addresses I have are not current. If you are not receiving e-mails regarding EMS education, please contact me at Greg.Natsch@dhss.mo.gov or at 573-751-6356.
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