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Case classification 
Confirmed:  a case that is laboratory confirmed. 
 
Probable:  a clinically compatible case that is epidemiologically linked to a confirmed 
case 
Or if all of the following criteria are met a) the patient has one or more painful genital 
ulcers; b) the patient has no evidence of syphilitic infection by darkfield exam of ulcer 
exudates or by serologic test for at least 7 days after onset of ulcers; c) the clinical 
presentation, appearance of genital ulcers and, if present, regional lymphadenopothy are 
typical for chancroid: and d) a test for herpes simplex virus (HSV) performed on the ulcer 
exudate is negative. (3)

 
 

Note:  Many cases are diagnosed on clinical grounds alone.  It is important to exclude 
other diseases such as syphilis, HSV, lymphogranuloma venereum, granuloma inguinale, 
trauma, scabies, or various dermatological and systemic conditions.   
 
See the case definition also at:  
http://www.cdc.gov/epo/dphsi/casedef/chancroid_1990.htm 
 
 
Information Needed for Investigation 
Verify the diagnosis.  Has the case had similar symptoms before?  What symptoms were 
present and time periods of each?  What laboratory tests were conducted (such as test for 
herpes simplex virus and syphilis) and what were the results? 
Establish the extent of illness. Determine if others are infected contact and evaluate all 
sexual partners from one month before the case first noticed symptoms until the case is no 
longer infectious. 
Contact the Regional Disease Investigation Program (Section 3.0) if an occurrence is 
suspected. 
Contact the Missouri Division of Family Services, Child Abuse / Neglect Hotline 1-
800-392-3738, if a child is diagnosed with Chancroid.  Presence of Chancroid in a child 
is an indication of sexual abuse.   

 
 

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services 
Communicable Disease Investigation Reference Manual 

http://www.cdc.gov/epo/dphsi/casedef/chancroid_1990.htm




http://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment/2-2002TG.htm
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Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services 
Communicable Disease Investigation Reference Manual 

Reporting Requirements  
Chancroid is a Category II disease and shall be reported to the local health authority or to 
the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services in within three days of suspected 
or established diagnosis: 
1. For confirmed and probable cases, complete a “Disease Case Report” (CD-1). 
2. Forwarded the complete CD-1 to your Local Health Agency or Regional Disease 

Investigation Program. 
3. All outbreaks or “suspected” outbreaks must be reported as soon as possible (by 

phone, fax or e-mail) to the Disease Investigation Unit. 
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Other Sources of Information 
 
Web Sites 
1. CDC, Sexually Transmitted Diseases Treatment Guidelines 2002, MMWR Volume 51, 
May 10, 2002.  http://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment/rr5106.pdf  (28 April 2003) 
 
2. Washington State The Practitioner’s Handbook for the Management of Sexually 
Transmitted Disease 
http://depts.washington.edu/nnptc/online_training/std_handbook/ (28 April 2003) 
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